2 2005:30]), much of this material fades from disuse, is -overwritten‖ by more recently acquired knowledge, or coded to make it irretrievable by working memory (Vockell 2006) .
Direct demonstration provides the most accurate measure of cognitive limits. The parietal cortex, according to recent magnetic resonance image (MRI) studies, becomes more active as more objects (visual images, concepts, plans, people, and other chunks of information) are held in working memory, but once its limit of four objects (on average) is reached, the adding of more objects causes no further increase in cortex activity (Marois 2005 . See also Ricoeur
2004)
The second premise is that individuals adapt to the limits of their long-and short-term memory by -heuristic‖ strategies enabling them to ignore most of the information to which they are exposed. History buffs, therefore, can name all American presidents; few vice-presidents.
The typical baseball fan can identify last year's division winners in both American and National leagues but probably knows few if any of the respective second-place winners. Olympic (first place) Gold Medal recipients are far more likely to be remembered than (second and third place) recipients of Silver and Bronze Medals. In science, literature, and artistic award ceremonies, all nominees are known but winners alone are remembered. However, this tendency toward -oneness‖ cannot result exclusively from cognitive limits.
Oneness
Oneness is a confusing term beset by contradictory definitions: in the popular realm it concerns singularity and uniqueness; in many religious belief systems, it is the condition of being at one with fellow believers and transcendent powers. In this essay, oneness refers to the recognizing of one exceptional individual and ignoring of others, many of whom may have performed as well as or better than the one acclaimed.
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Oneness, as an adaptation to cognition's limits, is always -realm-specific.‖ In baseball, for example, separate awards are given for the -Most Valuable Player,‖ for the highest batting average, most home runs, most strikeouts, most wins, lowest earned run average, and other offensive and defensive achievements. Beauty pageants produce a general winner (Miss America) and winners in various sub-competitions (talent, bathing suit, evening gown, congeniality). In the academic world, awards are given in different disciplines and subdisciplines for the most distinguished careers, books, and articles. The Pulitzer Prizes, Academy Awards, Tony Awards, and Nobel Prizes are also examples of single awards given within different realms of achievement These awards not only reflect organizations' need for exemplars to articulate their ideals but also the convention of exemplifying each ideal by one person.
Contingencies
The relationship between nature and convention, between cognitive capacity limits and the practice of limiting recognition to single recipients, must be qualified.
1. Because working memory's limit, according to most investigators, is four bits of information (Cowan 2005) , nature alone cannot account for the phenomenon of oneness.
2. Cognitive limits can be transcended at will. Baseball experts, for example, possess vast knowledge of many categories of offensive and defensive performance. This is possible because their working memory encodes every relevant chunk of new information, transfers it to long-term memory, where it is aligned meaningfully through typing, classification, and schema, then stored, with relevant existing information. The constant interplay between efficient encoding and organizing of information in working and long-term memory distinguishes -experts‖ from -novices‖ (Ericsson and Kinch 1995: 239-240) .
That many individuals are motivated to acquire vast knowledge in one or more realms of activity (usually occupational) means that oneness is the default option, not the sole option, for human cognition. But individuals mastering one or more bodies of knowledge cannot master all there is to know. Even they are -cognitive misers‖ because they oversimplify reality by ignoring its -details;‖ but they are also -motivated tacticians‖ because deliberate ignoring of information allows them to attend to the most relevant and complex tasks. Short cuts, no less than prolonged attention to complex problems, are tactically motivated (Fiske and Taylor 1991, p.13) .
3. The more knowledge one has of the achievement realm within which a person is recognized, the more likely he or she will know of others who have accomplished at least as much or more. Singular recognition is most likely to promote resentment among insiders.
4. The singling out of winners reinforces or undermines social structures. Among individualistic communities, -winner take all‖ situations are most common, while egalitarian communities believe singling out winners undermines group solidarity and individual esteem.
Differentiation of a field also affects the feasibility of single awards. Between 1902 and 1949, for example, 85 percent of Nobel Prizes in physics were given to single recipients; 2 percent, to three recipients. Between 1950 and 1999, single recipients received only 26 percent of the awards; three recipients received 38 percent. In six of the first seven years of the twenty-first century, three recipients shared the prize. Physics produces more winners as it becomes more complex and innovative. It should be noted, however, that the Nobel Committee has never awarded its prize to more than three physicists in any one year-a number that happens to be within working memory's limits. 5. The media through which information is transmitted restricts the amount any individual can possess. A history text can devote only a limited number of pages to a given event; a newspaper or magazine, only so many columns; television and radio stations, only so many minutes (Hilgartner and Bosk 1988) . Media limits add to the effect of cognitive limits. The concept of oneness describes a non-universal but powerful tendency for individuals and groups to simplify complex comparisons by choosing one prominent performer. This tendency is reinforced by memory's limits, but such a hindrance does not make single awards imperative. Why, then, does a conventional limit-the recognition of one person-exaggerate a natural (cognitive) limit which, although obdurate, permits the recognition of several people.
Why is human convention so stingy, why does it cause us to remember so few and forget so 6 many, what social realities does it reinforce, and how does the answer to these questions bear on our general understanding of collective forgetting? Rosa Parks, as noted, is the case in point.
THE RISE OF ROSA PARKS

Forgotten Events and Protesters
Throughout the Jim Crow era, many African Americans rebelled against segregated seating in public transportation, but their number vastly increased after World War II. By the mid-1950s, defiance of bus segregation had become common. A host of unrecognized men and women (-invisible leaders,‖ as Bernice Barnett [1993] calls them [see also Hendrickson 2005] ), preceded Rosa Parks. -Invisible leaders‖ are in fact quite visible to scholars whose business is to search for them, but to the general public they are unknown. The following chronology includes a sample of the unknown persons and events that helped end bus segregation in Montgomery. 1, 1956 . Realizing that the boycott had failed to achieve its modest goals of improving courtesy and convenience within a segregated transportation system, attorney Fred give up her seat, but she removed her name from the suit after receiving threats on her life.
February 21, 1956 . Rosa Parks, among eighty-nine other black resisters, was arrested and fingerprinted for violating the city's anti-boycott law. Nixon, director of the Montgomery NAACP, and attorney Fred Gray thought the youngster would be a good plaintiff in a lawsuit to end bus segregation and a good symbol to mobilize Montgomery's heretofore compliant (King 1958, pp.34-37) Gayle action. His role in the Supreme Court's bus desegregation decision was indispensable (Gray 1995; Burns 1997, pp.147-152) .
Nevertheless, Rosa Parks emerged as the symbol of the struggle and the victory. placed on a gold-trimmed horse-drawn carriage for the seven-mile procession to the cemetery.
The release of scores of doves coincided with her arrival and entombment.
Commemoration: Primary Vehicle of Oneness
History records events over time; commemoration lifts from the historical record events that best symbolize the ideals of the society. History informs; commemoration inspires and motivates (Schwartz 2001 
DETERMINANTS OF ONENESS
Condensation
The figure of a single black woman who refused to give up her seat to a white passenger is more easily representable than all the Montgomery women who worked on behalf of civil 13 rights. Foreshadowing a fundamental premise of cognitive psychology, Emile Durkheim ([1915] 1965) declared: -we are unable to consider an abstract entity, which we can represent only laboriously and confusedly, the source of the strong sentiments which we feel. We cannot explain them to ourselves except by connecting them to some concrete object of whose reality we are vividly aware‖ (p.251). This -concrete [singular] object,‖ Rosa Parks, helps represent morally and emotionally what the civil rights movement meant to its beneficiaries. Promoting attachment rather than enlightenment, Rosa Parks's image encouraged commitment to the civil rights movement as an undifferentiated whole. She was, as Sherry Ortner (1973) would define her, the civil rights movement's -summarizing symbol.‖
Matthew Effect
In the first phase of her public career, the figure of Rosa Parks condensed a local resistance campaign, but as her renown grew she became dissociated from local protest and situated on the national scene. The mother of a bus boycott became the -mother of the civil rights where she once studied non-violent resistance, recruited her to teach a course on reform tactics, as if she were the boycott's tactician. She was invited to appear around the country and the world, met with heads of state, including Pope John Paul, and she received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom and Congressional Gold Medal. She found places named for her: twenty-one streets in fourteen states; thirty-two public and commercial establishments in thirteen states. Not one comparable site is named for the other bus segregation resisters.
FUNCTIONS OF ONENESS
Rosa Parks's renown reflects mainly on the illusions of achievement. That she was the Mother of the Civil Rights Movement is false. That she was first to challenge bus segregation in Alabama is false. That she spearheaded the struggle against Montgomery's white establishment is false. That hers was a -test case‖ against segregation is false. Martin Luther King, Jr., E.D.
Nixon, and Ralph Abernathy, not Rosa Parks, mobilized the black community to resist bus segregation. Fred Gray devised the law suit that ended bus segregation, and it was Aurelia Browder whom Gray chose for his test case.
Given the limits of human cognition, however, complete information confuses. If we saw all there is to be seen of the 13-month boycott, if we experienced the long walk to work by all those unable to find a ride, if we heard and read what every participant said about the boycott and how it affected him, if we could grasp every aspect of it, the result would be not understanding but perplexity. The action of a single individual, on the other hand, is easy to grasp and remember. Nothing makes this clearer than the way human nature and society protect us from remembering too much.
Oneness: Font of Idealism
Nature limits the power of cognition, but society alone can press these limits to the service of oneness. -Singling out‖ and -setting examples‖ do more than reward individuals; they provide the community with concrete exemplars of its moral values, standards, virtues, and powers.
The underlying structure of the ideal is its singularity. According to the Standard College Dictionary, an ideal is an -ultimate object of attainment‖ or -standard of perfection,‖ which can only be conceived as a single thing and represented as such. As an adjective, the ideal -conforms to an absolute standard of excellence. . . representing the best of its kind‖ In these representative statements the ideal is never plural; it is a unique model to which people orient their aspirations and conduct.
It may be said, without twisting the term too much, that there is something -sacred‖ about ideals and their symbols. In modern societies, the sacred, according to Emile Durkheim, surrounds every individual, and modern societies are sustained by what he calls the -cult of the individual‖ (1974a, pp.58-59; Goffman 1967, pp. 47-48) . But if -objects become sacred and judgments attribute value when they reflect a social ideal‖ (Durkheim 1974, p. xxv) , then this ideal must dramatize the gap between ordinary and extraordinary events and beings. Society cannot sustain itself without creating standards in its various spheres (Durkheim 1974b, p.93) . This is why, -in the present day as in the past, we see society constantly creating sacred things out of ordinary ones‖ (Durkheim [1915 (Durkheim [ ] 1965 . Sacred things cannot be adored, however, if their aura is blurred by competitors. The greater the number of beau ideals within any realm of activity, the more ambiguous their referent becomes. The natural limits of cognition, therefore, reinforce the ideals which express culture's most valued traits and achievements.
Oneness, Schema, and Reality
What is owed to the principle of oneness can be known by imagining the result of our doing without it. Remove Rosa Parks, and the average person will have a much vaguer notion of both the origins of the civil rights movement and the ideals that drove it. Remove Rosa Parks, and the story of a wronged innocent is replaced by tedious details about carpools, pickup points, fundraising, weekly MIA meetings, petty internal disputes-details which conceal the schema of the larger struggle. Rosa Parks's story is -schematic‖ (Fiske and Taylor 1991; Bartlett [1932] 1995;
DiMaggio 1997) because it simplifies the Montgomery protests and aligns them with classical stories of oppressed people's struggle for justice. A humble seamstress finishes a day of hard work, boards a bus, pays her fare, takes a seat, is ordered to move to the back of the bus when a white passenger appears, refuses because she is tired of a lifetime of humiliation. She is arrested, tried, and fined. Montgomery's longsuffering black community, angered by her arrest, boycotts the city's buses for a year, forcing the white government to relent and desegregate.
Such is the schema abstracted from Rosa Parks's conduct. People who cannot remember the bus boycott as a whole can retrieve the schema in which its elements are stored: a mild woman's run-in with an angry bus-driver in a Jim Crow city sums it up.
The story presents a self-flattering as well as concise account: segregation is conquered by the iron will of a tyrannized community, exemplified by a black seamstress, not by a white court and its judges. Indeed, the narrative presumes that federal courts would have ruled against integration if not pressured by black resistance. -So when you ask why the courts had to come in,‖ JoAnn Robinson, President of the Women's Political Council, explains, -they had to come in. You get 52,000 people in the streets and nobody's showing any fear, something had to give.
So the Supreme Court had to rule that segregation was not the way of life‖ (Williams 1987, p.71; 89 Martin Luther King believed the Browder decision was significant because it broke the deadlock between resisters and the city (Williams 1987, p.89) . In fact, there was no deadlock.
After eleven months, the black community was far worse off than the white, and the city had no incentive to give in. When an Alabama circuit court was about to prohibit the use of car pools, the boycott was, in fact, on the verge of collapse (Glennon 1991:83) The memory of the Gray/Browder litigation has been replaced by the more resonant story of Rosa Parks's defiance and an oppressed black community's arising on its own to overcome white oppression. But if the Rosa Parks story distorts history, its appeal does not reside in its distortion. Rosa Parks's occupying the fateful bus seat, her arrest and subsequent apotheosis are real episodes in a historic movement. Her renown, whatever the NAACP's role in creating it, keeps alive the memory of 381 days of authentic courage, perseverance, and sacrifice.
The boycott's consequence, then, was real, but not in the way we usually think about it.
As a cause of bus segregation's demise its effect was questionable; its true function was to (1) enhance the dignity and solidarity of the black community by demonstrating its members' willingness to go to jail for their beliefs (Valien 1989, pp.90) , which whites were unprepared to do when the courts ruled against them; (2) impress the legitimacy of black grievances on fairminded whites; (3) draw national attention to the cause of racial justice, and (4) inspire protests in other places.
To represent every protester as dramatically as Rosa Parks and every leader as clearly as Martin Luther King-and this point cannot be overemphasized-would blur the two realms of protest, leadership and following, and would confound, not clarify, the meaning and consequence of their struggle. In 1955, it would have made no difference if one of Mrs. Parks's peers had been chosen to be Mother of the Civil Rights Movement, but once a unique presence is established it becomes indispensable. In fact, Rosa Parks symbolizes a revolution of such significance as to make her selection over others a trivial matter. Her aura resides in the social realities she marks.
CONCLUSION
Man's limited memory is understood better now than ever before, but the question remains as to why a humanly instituted deficit should be added to a natural one. If working memory's capacity were independent of culture, then this essay would be about the symbolic power of fourness, not oneness, for human working memory readily manages several chunks of information. The most natural path, then, would be to recognize the several women who defied Montgomery's bus laws.
However, social conventions are limited by, not hostage to, nature. Condensation (a cognitive heuristic) and the Matthew Effect (a social process) work together, transforming fourness into oneness by deliberately simplifying complexity, distinguishing one contributor to a project-in this case, Rosa Parks-and forgetting others, thus symbolizing the ideals all participants in the project pursue. The power of oneness is in this sense overdetermined:
however weak the condensation effect in promoting any one reputation, human memory limits recognition-sometimes to one person or event, always toward one. Even if man's working and long-term memory capacities were greater, the Matthew Effect's positive feedback process would limit recognition-sometimes to one person or event, always toward one. Cognitive deficit, thus, reinforces rather than creates the symbolic power of oneness.
